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ROAD TRAFFIC AMENDMENT (DRUGS) BILL 2006 
Committee 

The Chairman of Committees (Hon George Cash) in the Chair; Hon Jon Ford (Minister for Regional 
Development) in charge of the bill. 
Clause 1:  Short title - 
Hon DONNA FARAGHER:  I have some questions relating to the general operation of the breath and drug bus, 
the BAD bus.  My questions will assist when dealing with later clauses, and I will ask them now if that is 
acceptable.  Can the minister advise how many cars on average pass through a booze bus check each year, and 
does he anticipate the same number will go through a BAD bus check?  I presume the numbers would be about 
the same.  Perhaps we could get an average number.  Does the minister have those sorts of statistics? 

Hon JON FORD:  I think we may be able to get those statistics later in the committee stage.  That will give us 
time to get the figures for the member. 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER:  I thank the minister for that.  If I ask a couple more questions he may be able to 
get back to me about these as well.  How many persons on average are picked up by a booze bus each night for 
being over the limit for alcohol?  How many people does he anticipate will be tested for drugs in a year?  I have 
heard a figure of 10 000 quoted, but I would like that to be confirmed.  I appreciate that the figure may not be 
specific, but a general idea of the number would be good.  Is it intended to test everyone for drugs who tests 
below the limit for alcohol?  Will all persons be tested for drugs as a matter of course or will some people be let 
go if they test below the limit for alcohol? 

Hon JON FORD:  I may be able to give the member some statistics in relation to the first question after 
question time.  I think Hon Donna Faragher was asking whether we would test every person for drugs who is 
tested for alcohol.  No?  Sorry. 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER:  Just to clarify: as I understand it, people will first be tested for alcohol, and if they 
are below the limit, they will be tested for drugs.  Will every person, as a matter of course, be tested for drugs if 
they are below the alcohol limit or will some of them be waved on?  Is every person who is tested and found to 
be below the alcohol limit then to be tested for drugs? 

Hon JON FORD:  With regard to the booze and drug bus, the person is tested for alcohol first.  If the person is 
under the limit, the person is then tested for drugs.   

Hon Donna Faragher:  In every circumstance? 

Hon JON FORD:  Yes.  That is on the BAD bus. 

Clause put and passed.   

Committee interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
[Continued on page 1353.] 
 


